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1 0 : 0 0  -  1 3 : 0 0      	                webcast
1 5 : 0 0  -  1 8 : 0 0 
General Debate 		

1 0 : 0 0  -  1 3 : 0 0     
1 5 : 0 0  -  1 8 : 0 0
Committee of the Whole 

1 0 : 0 0  -  1 3 : 0 0         	         Round table 1       
Globalization, development 
and poverty reduction: their
social and gender dimensions

1 5 : 0 0  -  1 8 : 0 0         	         Round table 2 
Creating an institutional
environment conducive 
to increased foreign  
investment and sustainable 
development

1 2 : 0 0  -  1 3 : 0 0 	                     Special
Launching of the United
Nations Chief Executives
Board (CEB) Inter-agency
Cluster on Trade and 
Productive Capacity

1 3 : 0 0  -  1 5 : 0 0 	           Parallel events
1.  Delivering on  development: 
the role of UNCTAD
2.  Trade and gender:  
perspectives for sustainable 
growth and poverty reduction
3. Making sustainability standards 
work for pro-poor agricultural 
trade and development

1 8 : 0 0  -  1 9 : 0 0 	                     
LLDC ministerial meeting

Creative Africa Exhibition

1 9 : 0 0  -  2 4 : 0 0
Creative Africa 
Concert and fashion show

Civil Society Forum
(on-site, all day)

1 0 : 0 0 - 1 3 : 0 0
G77 ministerial meeting 

1 5 : 0 0  -  1 6 : 3 0 		  Special
UNCTAD XII 
Opening ceremony
Followed by 
16 : 3 0 - 1 8 : 3 0
First plenary for procedural 
matters:
-  Adoption of agenda
-  Election of the Bureau and conference officers 
-  Organization of work 
-  Establishment of the Credentials Committee

2 0 : 0 0  -  2 2 : 0 0
Welcome reception by the host 
country

 
1 0 : 0 0  -  1 3 : 0 0  	              Session III  	
Africa: a new emerging 
market for FDI 

1 3 : 0 0  -  1 5 : 0 0                    ( by  i nv i t a t i o n )
Investment Advisory 
Council 

1 2 : 3 0  	              
Creative Africa
1.  Inauguration: exhibition of African art   
2.  Launch of the Creative Economy Report

Civil Society Forum
(on-site, all day)

1 0 : 0 0  -  1 3 : 0 0                   ( by  i nv i t a t i o n )
High-level meeting
Organized by AITIC and 
UN-OHRLLS in collaboration  
with UNCTAD on trade 
facilitation and Aid for Trade: 
keys for unlocking the 
landlocked

1 0 : 0 0  -  1 8 : 0 0                
Workshop on development 
strategies in Africa
(UNCTAD XII pre-event, off-site)

1 5 : 0 0  -  1 7 : 0 0
Ministerial meeting 
of LDC delegations

1 0 : 0 0  -  1 0 : 3 0
Opening and welcome addresses

1 0 : 3 0  -  1 3 : 0 0  	               Session I
Prospects for global FDI and 
new business opportunities

1 3 : 0 0  -  1 5 : 0 0                    ( by  i nv i t a t i o n )
Business networking buffet

1 5 : 0 0  -  1 8 : 0 0  	               Session II
Global value chains

2 0 : 0 0 	                          ( by  i nv i t a t i o n )
Business networking 
dinner 

Civil Society Forum
(off-site, all day)

1 0 : 0 0  -  1 3 : 0 0
The World Association of 
Investment Promotion Agencies  
(WAIPA) and UNCTAD 
Four capacity-building workshops 
on investment  (in parallel)

1 4 : 0 0  -  1 5 : 4 5 
Regional meetings of WAIPA 
members  

1 6 : 0 0  -  1 8 : 0 0 
General Assembly of the World 
Association of Investment 
Promotion Agencies (WAIPA)

2 0 : 0 0  		          ( by  i nv i t a t i o n )
Gala dinner and awards 
recognizing excellence among IPAs

Civil Society Forum
(off-site, all day)

1 1 : 0 0  			   Special
UNCTAD XII 
Flag-raising ceremony

Civil Society Forum
(off-site, all day)

1 6 : 0 0  -  1 9 : 0 0 		  webcast
General Debate Opening   

1 5 : 3 0  -  1 8 : 3 0 
Opening plenary of the 
Committe of the Whole
Statement by Mr. Supachai Panitchpakdi, 
Secretary-General of UNCTAD

1 0 : 0 0  -  1 3 : 0 0
High-level segment
Trade and development 
for Africa’s prosperity: 
action and direction 

1 3 : 3 0  -  1 5 : 3 0
Luncheon for heads 
of State, Government 
and delegations
Keynote speaker Mr. Rajendra Kumar 
Pachauri, Chair, Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change (IPCC)

1 6 : 0 0  -  1 9 : 0 0
Global Leaders 
Investment Debate 
Opening address by Mr. Ban Ki-moon, 
Secretary-General of the United Nations

1 9 : 0 0  -  1 9 : 3 0
Women in Business Awards

Creative Africa Exhibition

Civil Society Forum
(on-site, all day)

1 0 : 0 0  -  1 3 : 0 0      	                webcast
1 5 : 0 0  -  1 8 : 0 0 
General Debate	                   

1 0 : 0 0  -  1 3 : 0 0     
1 5 : 0 0  -  1 8 : 0 0
Committee of the Whole 

1 0 : 0 0  -  1 3 : 0 0         	         Round table 3 
The changing 
face of commodities 
in the 21st century

1 5 : 0 0  -  1 8 : 0 0                   Round table 4
Emergence of a new 
South and South-South trade 
as a vehicle for regional 
and interregional integration 
for development 

1 3 : 0 0  -  1 5 : 0 0
Aid for Trade: perspectives 
of regional commissions
(organized by United Nations regional 
commissions)

1 3 : 0 0  -  1 4 : 0 0
COMPAL: what type of
deliverables on competition
law and policy?

1 4 : 0 0  -  1 5 : 0 0
Making trade work for 
biodiversity sustainable use

1 8 : 0 0  -  1 9 : 0 0
Global System of Trade 
Preferences (GSTP) 
ministerial session

Creative Africa Exhibition

Civil Society Forum
(on-site, all day)

1 0 : 0 0  -  1 3 : 0 0      	                webcast
1 5 : 0 0  -  1 8 : 0 0 
General Debate	                   

1 0 : 0 0  -  1 3 : 0 0     
1 5 : 0 0  -  1 8 : 0 0
Committee of the Whole 

1 0 : 0 0  -  1 3 : 0 0                   Round table 5
Harnessing knowledge and 
technology for development

1 5 : 0 0  -  1 7 : 0 0                   Round table 6 
Debt management 
solutions supporting trade 
and development

1 7 : 0 0  -  1 9 : 0 0                   Round table 7
Developing productive
capacities in least developed
countries 

1 3 : 0 0  -  1 5 : 0 0
Potential and prospects for 
trade and investment between 
developing countries and 
transition economies

1 3 : 0 0  -  1 5 : 0 0
UNCTAD Empretec Africa 
Forum launch

Creative Africa Exhibition

Civil Society Forum
(on-site, all day)

1 0 : 0 0  -  1 3 : 0 0
Closing plenary of the 
Committee of the Whole 

1 0 : 0 0  -  1 3 : 0 0                   Round table 8 
Strengthening UNCTAD: 
enhancing its development
role

1 5 : 0 0  -  1 7 : 0 0                   Round table 9 
Strengthening UNCTAD:
enhancing its impact and 
institutional effectiveness

1 3 : 0 0 - 1 5 : 0 0
Amandla (light) project 
initiative with the Royal 
Philips and exhibition 
of Philips corporate social 
responsibility products

1 7 : 3 0 - 1 9 : 0 0
UNCTAD XII
Closing plenary
Followed by 
Closing ceremony

Creative Africa Exhibition

Civil Society Forum
(on-site, all day)

General Debate

Interactive Thematic
Round Tables

 Lunchtime & Special Events

 World Investment Forum

 Exhibitions and Fairs

Civil Society Forum

Committee of the Whole

Pre-conference events Main events

Programme

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

April 2008 April 2008

Theme

Addressing the opportunities 
and challenges of globalization 
for development 

Sub-theme 1 
Enhancing coherence 
at all levels for sustainable 
economic development 
and poverty reduction 
in global policymaking, 
including the contribution 
of regional approaches
Round tables 1 and 6

Sub-theme 2 
Key trade and development 
issues and the new realities 
in the geography 
of the world economy
Round tables 3 and 4

Sub-theme 3 
Enhancing the enabling 
environment at all 
levels to strengthen 
productive capacity, 
trade and investment:  
mobilizing resources and 
harnessing knowledge 
for development
Round tables 2, 5 and 7

Sub-theme 4 
Strengthening UNCTAD: 
enhancing its development 
role, impact and 
institutional effectiveness
Round tables 8 and 9

About the Conference 
General Debate
The General Debate is the 
opportunity for member States 
to formally express their views 
on the substantive issues of the 
Conference by way of formal 
statements at the highest possible 
level.  The General Debate is 
expected to open on the afternoon 
of Monday 21 April 2008 and to 
conclude on Thursday 24 April 
2008.  Statements will be broadcast 
on the Internet in accordance with 
the order in which delegations 
have been inscribed on the list of 
speakers.  The texts of statements 
that are remitted to the secretariat 
will be reproduced and distributed 
during the Conference in the 
language version(s) in which 
they are received by the secretariat. 

Committee of the Whole
As per past practices, the 
Conference will establish a 
Committee of the Whole to consider 
and report on the substantive items 
of the Conference, in particular the 
draft negotiating text.  The opening 
plenary of the Committee of the 
Whole will take place on Monday 
afternoon, 21 April 2008 and the 
closing plenary will take place on 
Friday morning,  25 April 2008.  The 
opening and closing plenaries will 
be public meetings.

World Investment Forum
The Forum will be held on 
the occassion of the UNCTAD 
XII Conference from 19 to 22 
April 2008.  It will provide an 
unprecedented opportunity for 
policymakers, corporate executives, 
investors and heads of investment 
promotion agencies to meet 
and interact through a series of 
conferences, networking and social 
events.  It will include interactive 
sessions on three highly topical 
themes: prospects for global 
FDI, changing global production 
patterns, and FDI in Africa.  It will 
also include policy events, such 
as the Global Leaders’ Investment 
Debate and the interactive 
thematic round table 2 on creating 
an institutional environment 
conducive to increased foreign 
investment and sustainable 
development.

Civil Society Forum
The Forum will be held from 17 
to 25 April 2008.  The plenary 
session of the Forum will take place 
on 17, 18 and 19 April.  Civil society 
organizations will discuss and 
finalize a statement to be presented 
at the opening plenary of the 
Conference.  The Forum will 
continue its activities and events 
in parallel to the Conference 
from 20 to 25 April 2008.



Pre-events

Global Initiative on Commodities	 7-11 May 2007	 Brazil  
		  (Brasilia) 

Preparatory meeting of experts from 	 22-24 October 2007	 United Republic of 
LDCs for UNCTAD XII		  Tanzania  (Arusha)
							     

India-Africa Hydrocarbon Conference 	 6-7 November 2007	 India  
and Exhibition		  (New Delhi)

Meeting on trade and development 	 19-20 November 2007	 Switzerland  
implications of tourism services for 		  (Geneva)
developing countries

Biofuels: an option for a less carbon-	 4-5 December 2007	 Brazil 
intensive economy		  (Rio de Janeiro)

       				  
Science, technology, innovation and ICTs 	 6 December 2007	 Switzerland  
for development		  (Geneva)

Globalization of port logistics: opportunities	 12 December 2007	 Switzerland  
and challenges for developing countries   		  (Geneva)

Secretary-General’s High-level Panel 	 14-15 January 2008	 Switzerland
on Creative Economy and Industries for		  (Geneva)
Development

Aid for Trade: global and regional 	 24-25 January 2008	 Thailand  
perspectives workshop		  (Bangkok)

High-level workshop for African LDCs	 4-5 March 2008	 Turkey 
(hosted by the Government of Turkey)		  (Izmir)	

					   
South-South trade in Asia and the role	 25 March 2008	 Japan 
of regional trade agreements 		  (Tokyo)
	
			 
Lessons learned from South-South trade 	 2 April 2008 	 Switzerland        
in Asian regions		  (Geneva)

Making sustainability standards work	 7-9 April 2008	 United Republic of 	           	         
for small-scale farmers		  Tanzania  (Arusha)	 		
				      			 
		

PROGRAMME

UNCTAD XII
UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT

ACCRA, GHANA 20 – 25 April 2008

*http://www.welltempered.net

TWELFTH UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT
www.unctadxii.org

ESE NE TEKREMA, “the teeth and the tongue”
Symbol of friendship and interdependence

AKOMA NTOSO, “linked hearts”
Symbol of understanding and agreement

FUNTUNFUNEFU-DENKYEMFUNEFU, ”Siamese crocodiles”
Symbol of democracy and unity

DAME-DAME, name of a board game
Symbol of intelligence and ingenuity

NKYINKYIM, “twisting”
Symbol of initiative, dynamism and versatility

SANKOFA, “return and get it”
Symbol of importance of learning from the past

BOA ME NA ME MMOA WO, “help me and let me help you”
Symbol of cooperation and interdependence

DENKYEM , “crocodile”
Symbol of adaptability

ANANSE NTONTAN, “spider’s web”
Symbol of wisdom, creativity and the complexities of life

NKONSONKONSON , “chain link”
Symbol of unity and human relations

Values of Ghanaian symbols*


